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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Amended) The method of claim 55 26^ wherein the fii^t, fecund, and tl i ir d statis t ical 
tafetes default statistical tables, the statistical noise data table and the resultant calculated noise 
characteristic table each include a series of standard deviation values for difFerent ranges of 
scanner intensities pr ovided by t h e fi r s t scann er. 

5. (Amended) The method of claim 25 26, wherein th e flr^st^ ^ e c o nd> and tii ir d statistical 
tabfes default statistical tables, the statistical noise data table and the resultant calculated noise 
characteristic table each include at least one histogram. 

6. (Amended) The method of claim. ^ 26, wherein t he firs t , secon d , and t hird s t atis t ical 
tabtes default statistical tables, the statistical noise data table and the resultant calculated noise 
characteristic table each include a series of histograms for different ranges of scanner intensities 
pr o vided by th e fir st- scam tcr. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Amended) The method claimed in claim 4, wherein the resultant calculated noise 
characteristic table is used in processing the digital image to_aenerate an enhanced digital image 
fo r cial i aircing such digital image , 

9. (Amended) The method claimed in claim 8. wherein a spatial filter is used to 
calculate an tljg enhanced digital image. 
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1 0. (Amended) The method claimed in claim 8, further including the step of using the 
resultant calculated noise characteristic table and a noise reduction filter to calculate tm the 
enhanced digital image. 

11. (Amended) The metliod claimed in claim 8, further including the step of using the 
resultant calculated noise characteristic table and a spatial sharpening filter to calculate xm the 
enhanced digital imagc. 

1 2. (Amended) The method claimed in claim 8, further including the step of using the 
resultant calculated noise characteristic table, a noise reduction filter and a spatial sharpening 
filter to calculate an tfcie enhanced digital image. 



13. 


(Canceled) 


14. 


(Canceled) 


15. 


(C-anceled) 


16. 


(Canceled) 


17. 


(Canceled) 


18. 


(Canceled) 


19. 


(Canceled) 


20. 


(Canceled) 


21. 


(Canceled) 


22. 


(Canceled) 


23. 


(Canceled) 


24. 


(Canceled) 


25. 


(Canceled) 
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26, (New) A method of estimating noise in a digital image comprising: 
accumulating statistical noise data in a plurality of default statistical tables, wherein each 

default statistical table corresponds to a unique source identification tag associated with a 
particular film type, and wherein the statistical noise data within a given default statistical table is 
related to a particular film type; 

utiUzing image pixel data from a digital image to calculate a statistical noise data table 
corresponding to the digitaJ image; 

utilizing a source identification tag corresponding to the digital image to select a default 
statistical table from the plurality of default statistical tables; and 

utilizing the selected default statistical table m conjunction with the statistical noise data 
tabic corresponding to the digital image to generate a resultant calculated noise characteristic 
table, 

27. A method as claimed in claim 26, wherein the digital unage is generated by a 
scanning device capable of scanning a film and generating image pixel data corresponding to the 
digital image and a source identification tag corresponding to the digital image. 
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